
Qualifications for Council Members 

Age, Citizenship, Residency Municipal Act section 48 

To be eligible for election as mayor or councillor you must be a qualified 
voter.  This means you must be a Canadian citizen on the day you are 
nominated, and be at least 18 years of age on Election Day.  In addition, 
you must have lived within the municipal boundaries of the City of 
Whitehorse for at least one year prior to October 21, 2021. 

In addition, to be eligible for election as mayor or councillor you must be 
nominated by at least ten persons who are also qualified voters in the City 
of Whitehorse. 

Persons Disqualified Municipal Act section 50 

A number of situations or occupations disqualify a person from seeking 
municipal office.  They include a person who: 

• is an employee or salaried officer of the municipality who has not 
obtained a leave of absence without pay to run for office; 

• has been convicted of an election offence in the previous four years; 

• is a judge of a court, other than a Justice of the Peace, Youth Court 
Judge, or Deputy Judge of the Small Claims Court; 

• is indebted to the municipality for an overdue debt exceeding 
$500.00, other than a debt for current taxes; 

• is currently under sentence for an indictable offence; 

• ceases, before election day, to be qualified as an elector in the City 
of Whitehorse; 

• is a member of the Yukon Legislative Assembly, a member of 
Parliament, or a Chief or Councillor of a Yukon First Nation. 

NOTE: Under the Public Service Employment Act, federal public servants have a 
legal obligation to request and obtain permission from the Public Services 
Commission of Canada before seeking to be a candidate in a federal, provincial, 
territorial or municipal election. 

Notwithstanding the above, persons who may be in doubt of their qualifications to 
seek municipal office are advised to contact their solicitor who can provide the 
necessary legal interpretation and advice. 
 


